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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Your having formerly expressed 
a desire to be madé acquainted with my senti- 
ments upon the interesting subject of Vaccina- 
tion ; and as your letter of the other day contains 
a repetition of the request, grounded upon the 
assurance, that a compliance therewith; might 
be conducive to some good effect; by enabling 
you to decide to which to give the preferences 
namely, to Variolous Inoculation, or to Vaccina- 
fiom; especially as at this critical juncture the 
former practice is gradually extending its pro 
gress about the country :—I can no longer refuse; 
though conscious of my inability to do justice 
to the subject in the manner it deserves ; or to 
compress within the boundaries of a Letter what 
would require a volume of some magnitude to 
elucidate, or to detail in any way approaching 
to a comprehensive manner. 
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In arranging my ideas for your observation, it 
appears to be the more consonant to my purpose 
to have recourse to some established method, in 
order to prevent unnecessary repetitions: I shall 
therefore in the first place, speak of the Small 
Pox or Variolous Inoculation, by way of exhibit- 
ing it as a contrast to the milder and far more 
beneficial practice of Vaccination; and secondly, 
consider the superior advantages held forth by 
Vaccination, and endeavour to recommend its 
adoption as a safe and, consequently, more effec- 
tual practice, than any previously had recourse 
to, with the view of alleviating or preventing the 
danger resulting from variolous contagion. 


SECTION I. 


On VarioLous InocuLaTIon, &c. 


The variolous disease, or what is more exten- 
sively known by the name of the small-pox, has 
been recorded for several centuries past as. ope- 
rating like a dreadful scourge to the human 
species. The victims to its ravages have been 
innumerable ; for it has extended its fatal influ- 
ence over all ages and descriptions of persons ; 
from the smiling infant blooming like a lovely 
flower within the retirement of the peasant’s 
cottage, tothe powerful monarch surrounded by 
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a" 
all the magnificence of state, and rendered vene- 
rable by the effect of lengthened years. 


In a variety of authors who have treated on 
this subject, and whose works have come unde 
my observation, the horrors accompanying the 
progress of this pestilential visitant, are amply 
pourtrayed. To enlarge upon them would be 
unnecessary ; and it would be equally unprofit- 
able to adduce a multiplicity of remarks relating 
thereunto. Suffice it for me in this place to 
observe, that whole districts were thinned of 
their inhabitants ; and where the unhappy suf- 
ferers arose from the bed of sickness, in many 
instances a total darkness awaited them: whilst 
those countenances which had previously borne 
the characteristics of health and beauty, were no 
longer capable of diffusing the smile of pleasure - 
at their approach, or enjoying the rapturous 
sensations resulting from the beauteous and 
enlivening scenes of nature. 


The destruction which this disease had occa. 
sioned amongst all ages and ranks of society, had 
been such, that its approach to any district was 
viewed with inexpressible consternation, Ttis 
now about a2 century since, that a female* @is. 


Lapy Mary WortTLeEY Monracv., 


& 


tinguished for her literary acquirements, having 
witnessed the good effects of varzolous inocula- 
tion, in rendering the disorder of a milder cha- 
racter, according to the method which had been 
practised for many years in the Turkish domin- 
ions; determined on her return to this country, 
to extend a similar advantage to those around 
her. She accordingly commenced the practice 
of * engrafting with the small pox,’ as it was 
then termed, with her own children. ‘The trial 
succeeded admirably : when other distinguished 
individuals witnessing the effect, became anxious 
to adopt a similar mode of alleviating the evil; 
and thus, by degrees, the practice became gene- 
rally known, and was rapidly extended.* 


* This lady died on the 21st August, 1762, in the seventy- 
third year of her age. The following is part of the inscrip- 
tion placed upon her monument in Litchfield Cathedral, 
where her remains were interred ; 


*« Sacred to the Memory of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, 
Who happily introduced from T urkey, the 
Salutary Art of Inoculating for the Small-Pox. 


Convinced of its efficacy, she first tried it on her own children; 
_ And then recommended the Practice of it to | 
Her Fellow Citizens. Thus by her Example, 

And Advice, we have softened the Virulence, and escaped 

The Danger, of this Malignant Disease.” 
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By way of counteracting, in a considerable 
degree, the devastation which for ages had been 
found attendant on the occasional visitations of 
the variolous d sease ;—a pestilence !_ which had 
caused greater destruction to the human race 
than even the depopulating hand of war !—it 
might naturally have been expected, that any 
proposition would have found encouragement, 
and have been universally supported, which held 
forth the prospect of a mitigation of the severity, 
and a subsequent security from attacks of the 
disease. But here we may remark the perversity 
of the human mind, in rejecting obvious advan- 
tages, from an imaginary dread of evil conse- 
quences, No sooner had it been ascertained 
that the practice of inoculating for the small-pox 
had been productive of good, by alleviating the 
horrors and lessening the fatality of the disease, 
and that it was daily obtaining an increasing 
patronage ; than it was assailed in every quarter 
by a continuance of unmerited abuse. Infamy 
was profusely showered upon the heads of those 
who, sensible to its advantages, professed them- 
selves forward to extend them. Even the sanc- 
tuary of religion itself, the pulpit! which shoul¢é 
on all occasions be kept sacred from controver- 
sial subjects of this description; thundered its 
mandates against the achevstzcal practice of ino- 
culation: and by way of creating a stronger 
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detestation, it was represented that the inspired 
volume, had described the devil as acting in the 
character of an inoculater for the small-pox, by 


inflicting that disease upon the pious and patient 
sufferer Job.* 


_* A sermon was preached from the pulpit of St. Andrew’s 
Church, Holborn, the text being taken from Jobii.7, In 
his discourse the preacher ‘“ dencunced that all who infused 
the venemous variolous ferment, were hellish sorcerers ///” It 
does not however appear probable that the cutaneous dis- 
order with which Job was afflicted, was the disease in ques- 
tion; for we do not read that any of his friends, who are 
represented as frequently visiting him, were similarly afflicted. 
In a learned commentary on the Bible recently published, it 
is spoken of as having been the Elephantiasis , and in one of 
the most learned works on medical science which have been 
published of late years, namely, the ‘‘ Physiological System 
of Nosology,’’ by John Mason Good, a similar opinion is 
also entertained. From the last mentioned work I have taken 
the liberty of making the following extract. 

“The Greeks became first acquainted with the Elephan- 
tiasis from their casual intercourse with Egypt. To this 
quarter Lucretius, adopting the common opinion, ascribes its 
origin, libki.v. 112.00 

Est Elephas morbus, qui propter flamina Nili, 
Gignitur Aigypto in media neque preterea usquam, 
High up the Nile, mid Egypt’s central plains, 
Springs the black leprosy, and there alone. 
Arabia, however, seems rather to have been the prolific 


source of this terrible scourge than Egypt; if we may judge 
from what seems highly probable, namely, that this is the 


il 


As in other branches of human knowledge the 
dictates of truth and reason, ultimately, acquire 
an ascendancy over the opposition of reproach 
and prejudice ; so in respect to the subject 
before us: the proposed benefit arose at length 
superior to the barriers which ignorance and a 
misguided view of the supposed enemy, had 
caused to be erected. The practice of inocula- 
tion became general; multitudes of lives were 
saved; the community at large appreciated its 
value, and its adoption was almost universally 
encouraged ; for the purpose of suppressing, or 
_at least mitigating, the horrors, which long expe- 
rience had found to be attendant upon the oceur- 
rence of the disease in its natural state. 


It has however been questioned, and that 
within a recent date, whether the varzolous ino- 
culation was ever productive of those advan- 


disease with which Job was afflicted in Idumea, a part of 
Arabia, as described in the sacred poem, that bears his name, 
and which affords, without question, the most ancient record 
in the world, composed in a mixed language of Arabic and 
Hebrew; and if we add to this the still more powerful argu- 
ment that the Arabic name of the disease has extended itself 
all over the east, and is almost the only name by which it is 
known in Egypt, Persia, and India, in all which regions the 
disorder is about equally common,” | 
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tages which have been attributed to it; thereby 
leading to an inference whether the mortality 
resulting from the general adoption of the diseasé 
by inoculation; did not equal orexceed in point 
of number (within a given period of time) that 
which took place from the casual and occasion- 
ally partial occurrence of the disease, at a former 
period.’ We Often observe those circumstances 
which, properly directed, would prove of great 
benefit to society } from mismanagement origno- 
rance entirely altered in their nature; and, in- 
stead of being advantageous, displaying their 
effects in a hurtful or detrimental manner. In 
few examples have the force of such a remark 
been felt more applicable, than as felating to the 
subject before us. When managed in a proper 
way the varolous inoculation has been found, 
comparatively, safe and innocent, if viewed in 
relation to the disease inits. natural forms But 
owing to the blind effects of ignorance, the wil- 
ful prejudice with which some minds are enve- 
loped ; and an obstinate adherence to absurd 
principles, falsely conceived, and wrongly direct- 
ed; a much greater degree of danger has always 
attended the progress of variolous inoculation, 
than would otherwise have been the case. To 
substantiate this assertion, I'willmake reference 
to the different results attending the treatment, 
as conducted by the setentific practitioner, and 
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the sgnorant pretender to knowledge. ‘The for- 
mer considers the disease as of an inflammatory 
character, and adopts those measures which 
experience has convinced him will have a tend- 
ency to lessen inflammatory action: hence he 
avoids the administration of stimulating reme- 
dies ; directs the patient to be kept cool; and 
carefully to abstain from every thing which 
increases the natural heat of the body, of 
quickens the circulation of the bload, whether 
the effect of medicine, diet, or excited passions. 
Under such guidance seldom does a case termi- 
nate unfavourably, or the patient upon his reco- 
yery carry through life the marks of the severity 
of the disease. In directing our attention to the 
latter, what a striking difference will be seen in 
the treatment, and its effects! The ignorant 
pretender, fancying his contracted knowledge to 
be of a superior character, assumes an air of 
importance in directing his stemudgnts, with the 
intention of ‘‘ keeping up the disorder,”’ as it is 
absurdly designated. Vor this purpose he has 
eyery breeze of air carefully withheld from his 
fainting and almost expiring patient; and eyen 
in the summer season obliges hjm to lie in astate 
of exhaustion, from the heat of the room, whilst 
he is nearly suffocated under an accumulated 
weight of clothes. A recovery, under such cir- 
cumstances, is an event almost calculated to 


excite surprise In every well informed mind ; and 
C 
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multitudes have consequently been thus hurried 
to their graves in an untimely manner: some at 
an early period, ere they became conscious of 
the good, or aware of the evil, attending human 
life ; and others arrived at the state of manhood, 
previously enjoying a vigorous constitution ; 
and probably, to cause their loss to be more se- 
verely felt, the parents of children, thus rendered 
ORPHANS through ‘the combined effects of dis- 
ease and ignorance. It is really astonishing that 
any persons gifted with reason, should place con- 
fidence in the absurd and mischievous directions 
which a set of self-conceited ignorant beings are 
always ready to force upon their notice. The 
man would be looked upon and ridiculed as a 
fool, who sent his watch toa blacksmith to have 
it repaired if any of its movements were disor- 
dered : and is it not betraying as great, or even 
greater, imbecility of intellect, to trust so com- 
plicated a machine as the human body, endowed 
as it is with such wonderful and delicate springs, 
to keep its varied movements in one harmonious 
train of action ; in the hands of those who are 
totally unacquainted with the structure, or with 
the laws whereby its economy is regulated, and 
which influence its transition from the healthy 
to the diseased state :* 


" To those of my readers who have profitted from the able 
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From the adoption of varzodous inoculation it 
is an unquestionable fact, that many advantages 


instructions of that celebrated professor of surgery, ASTLEY 
Cooper, the above comparison will be in some degree fami- 
‘liar; for upon reference (since the above was written) toa 
manuscript copy of his lectures, taken during my attendance 
at the united hospitals of St. Thomas and Guy, I observe 
that a similarity of language is to be found in the introduc- 
tory discourse; when the lecturer was enforcing the necessity 
of a well-grounded anatomical knowledge. 

I cannot, however, quit the subject.of this digression, with- 
out trespassing further upon the time of my professional 
reader, in directing his attention to the gross imposition 
practised every day upon the credulous part of the commu- 
nity, through the impudent knavery of some modern empirics. 
The newspapers are crowded with advertisements, some of 
which are rendered in such unbecoming language, that a 
modest female cannot peruse them without blushing. It is 
deeply to be lamented, that the lives of his majesty’s subjects 
should be thus trifled with, for the sake of increasing 
the revenue ; or that the legislature should still continue to 
allow such deleterious practices to exist; so inimical to 
the health of those imposed upon, and so repulsive to 
good morals, 

In country districts an imposition of a description some- 
what different, is frequently practised ; for men, uneducated 
to the profession, and unacquainted with every principle of 
science, are duping the uninformed part of the community, — 
by endeavouring to pass as eminent characters in the healing 
art. A man ofthis description resides in a neighbouring 
town ; who is eagerly sought after by numbers from the sur- 
rounding district, impressed with the ridiculous idea that he 
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have been derived; for the disease was thereby 
rendered ‘comparatively innocuous, by being 


POssesSes ‘siiperitr ‘knowledge, ‘to those who'liave been regu- 
dirky ‘éducated to the ‘inédical :profession. This experienced 
ipractitioner ! in every ‘thing relating to thie science of medi- 
‘cine, is us ignorant vs an‘nss! ‘Take for example he follow- 
‘ing'cadse, in iMisfration of ‘this “assertion, which was taken, 
‘almost at randoin, from/among others of a ‘sintilar nature, 
‘that have recently ‘occurred under my notice. A young man 
of a scrofulous habit ‘of Hody, was afflicted with several 
Wounds, more especidlly-én the lower extremities, and placed 
‘hiinself for a:considerable time under the éare of this “know- 
‘ing doetor ; who ‘indin: ‘himself completely ‘baffled by the 
“apparent obstinacy of the ‘ease, and the inefficacy of -his 
‘peppermint ‘and plasters, pronounced him:to:be!incurable, as 
the was labouring:under a ‘“edncerous- affection.” ‘Vhe- father 
‘of the patient requested: my seeing: him, and ‘it- becoming evi- 
‘dént at first*sight, that thelocal-effeets were resulting ‘from 
“a ‘constitutional éalise, which must be attended to ‘before 
amendment could take place, Idirécted: some: medicines for 
‘that purpose ; and:recommentded the most simple application 
‘to-his' numerous wounds. Under this ‘treatment. he rapidly 
“recovered. 

Some degree of merit may be allowed the saidj;person for 
‘his ingenuity’of imposmg upon-the credulity of the-wanwary ; 
~whielr he occasionally - praetices ‘with the view of :detraéting 
from the credit ofthe regular surgedn. In confirmation .of 
this: L will adduce' the following examples. “A young: man. of 
‘this town fell from some steps in-a state of intoxication, .and 

Os Exeyneve on 
fractured the shoulder bone,'néar to the elbow. joint : a vio- 
lent ‘degree of inflammation suceeeded' theinjury, which was 
“Happily got the better of,and'by-attention to position, &c. 
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deprived of the presence of many of those hor- 
rors Which previously accompanied its progress. 


‘ye-union’was effected; sv that ima few weeks he was neco- 
~ wered so-far as to be enabled to make some use of his arm. 
Being impatient ata little weakness that remained, he must 
go to consult this famous surgeon ; who, after having pulled 
‘him about s0 as to excite pain, told the patient that there-had 
‘been a bone out of place, which‘he’had fortunately succeeded 
in ‘replacing, and that'he‘would ‘now soon recover, He :e- 
turned home satisfied, and did :recover, .nearly.as soenas 
he -would.have done had he:saved himself the trouble of.such 
a consultation. 

‘In another case, an inhabitant of Trowbridge, riding 
through this town. fell ‘from his “horse, and ‘severely bruis- 
ed his shoulder. I was called to'him, ‘and upon ‘minute 
examination could discover no other:imjury:than ‘the! bruise. 
T bled him, and directed the use of some embrocations. He 

returned to Trowbridge the same evening, and fancying that 
he had something out of place, on account of being unable-to 
‘move his arm as freely as before the accident, applicd to’Mr. 
‘Carey of that town, and subsequently to the late Mr. Redfern. 
‘Beth of ‘these surgeons assured ‘him, ‘as I‘ had sprevieusly 
dene, that'there was not-any dislocation or fracture ; and 
that the effect he felt was the natural result of the muscular. 
contusion. Being still dissatisfied, he must apply to the ec- 
lebrated personage alluded to, who haying put him to consi- 
derable pain, told him‘that*his case had consisted of a “dis- 
location of the smald Gone of the shoulder,’ and ‘that he ‘had 
now reduced it. The person departed greatly delighted with 
.the -superior discrimination of this :ereedllent anatomist !! 
shall forbear on account of the length to which this note is 
already extended, from making any further comment upon 
the absurdity Of such’ pretensions, as‘they -must-be apparent 
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Notwithstanding this, it is but too well known 
that it has still remained an object of dread; and 
the milder practice of inoculation has, from vari- 
ous circumstances, especially from the effect of 
the causes just alluded to, been viewed as an evil 
of considerable magnitude. Those persons who 
have been in the habit of witnessing the varzolous 
disease 1n either form, namely, as being the result 
of contagion, or of infection from inoculation: ; 
must well know, that a truly marked case, though 
not existing in a severe degree, is a very repul- 
sive object: but whenever it occurs in an aggra- 
vated form, it is calculated to awaken the most 
appalling sensations on the one band, and the 
ereatest commiseration on the other. The evil 
consequences, even where recovery does’ take 
place, are too well known to require an extended 
detail: the bare allusion to the circumstance, 
that the traces of its ravages are indelibly impres- 
sed upon the unfortunate sufferer ; whose coun- 
tenance was probably at one period brightened 
with the fairest characters of beauty, would be 
alone sufficient, in the eyes of many, to rénder 
an extension of these remarks unnecessary, and 
of no importance. | 


It being then allowed, that the occurrence of 


toevery person gifted with but a moderate proportion of 
intellect. 
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the variolous disease, even in its mitigated form, 
as from the effects of inoculation, is.stillan event 
to be deprecated, and studioysly avoided, by 
those who are actuated hy th@ fairest motives 
that can influence human natures “namely; hu- 
manity and benevolence ;—we are naturally 
led to the consideration of a practice for the pre- 
vention of the disease in question; a practice ! 
that has already proved of the greatest benefit to 
mankind, and continues to diffuse its blessings 
over every part of the habitable globe. That 
practice is VAccINATION! a subject, the disco- 
very of which the enlivening hand of the poet 
has chosen as a theme for ornamental embellish- 
ment; and the pen of the graver historian has 
transmitted to posterity, for the instruction of 
future ages! 


When compared with varzolous inoculation, as 

a preventative of the evil consequences of vario- 

dous disease ; the superiority of vaccenation is in 
every respect so conspicuous as to carry convic- 

tion to every person, whose mind is unclouded 

with the mists of prejudice, and capable of view- 

ding the subject in a disinterested or candid man- 
ner. The very circumstance of its being unac- 

companied with any disorder, so, as to risk the 

life of the individual upon whom it is carried into 
effect ; ought to weigh forcibly on every mind: 


¥ 
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and that it has done so in innumerable instances 
is amply proved by the encouragement it has 
already obtained, afid is daily obtaining from 
every friend to the diffusion of science, or adher- 
ent to the purest dictates of humanity. 


SECTION II. 


Or tHe Pracrice and ADVANTAGES OF 


VACCINATION, 


Coup I deem it probable that any deserip- 
tion of mine would add to the power of that 
energetic language, in which the various reports 
have from time to time been published by the 
National Vaccine Establishment, the Royal 
Jemneriaa Society, and others; or could I emu- 
late the zeal with which they have held forth to 
the public vrew, ‘the innumerable, iaestimable, 
and ‘convincrig preots, of the goed effects pro- 
ceeding from vaccination, in every quarter ofthe 
world how gladly would l undertakeithe task , 
and devote a portion of my Jeiswre thours, which 
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fortunately are but few, to the accomplishment 
of so pleasing, so desirable a purpose. But a 
conscious sense of my inability to cultivate such 
an extensive and prolific field for observation 
and research, without acting in a manner con- 
trary to my wishes, by intruding too much up- 
on the labour of others ; withholds me from 
venturing too far, and constrains me to confine 
myself within a less extended circle. 


From the time that the justly celebrated Dr. 
JENNER first published the result of his experi« 
ments, to the present day, a period of twenty- 
two years, the practice of vaccination has been 
rapidly extending itself; so that there scarcely 
remains a spot upon the face of the earth, inha« 
bited by man, where its blessings are unknown, 


It is an acknowledged fact in the history of 
science, that discoveries of the greatest impor- 
tance to the human race, have generally met 
with the greatest opposition in the countries 
where they were first made known; and that 
the merits of their authors were more duly appre- 
ciated by foreigners than by their own country- 
men. With regard to vaceination, the correct- 
ness of this remark has been strikingly exem: 
plified: for whilst the practice of it was adding 
to its reputation from country to country, and 
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22 
from pole to pole; and whilst the name of Jeii« 
her was applauded by all the eloquence of the 
accomplished philosopher, and his praises lisped 
in the rude accents of the untutored savage; in 
this country, where its blessings were first made 
known, and which had the honour of giving birth 
to the meritorious individual who has devoted 
so large a portion of his life to the service of the 
public ; the vilest arts were had recourse to, with 
the most futile endeavour of rendering the dis- 
covery odious in the eyes of mankind, and the 
discoverer an object of unlimited scorn and abuse. 


When Dr. Jenner was fully satisfied, from re- 
peated observation and experiment, that vaccin- 
ation was capable of affording the benefits he 
had anticipated ; he at first determined upon 
making the subject known to the public through 
the medium of the Royal Society. To the con- 
trary of this he was, however, persuaded ; for it 
was represented to him by a friend, that the pa- 
per which he had prepared would be rejected, 

and that his already acquired reputation would 
suffer inconsequence. “ This advice,’’ observes 
the author* of the History of Vaccination, 


* James Moors, esq. director of the National Vaccine 
Establishment, and brother to the lamented general Sir 
Joun Moore, who fell at the battle of Corunna. 
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*‘ though given with the best design, was ne-~ 
glected with the happiest consequences ; for 
although disappointed in his favourite mode of 
ushering his discovery into the world, he was 
confident that his work required no patronage.” 
His observations were accordingly sent to the 
press, and “this short treatise from a provincial 
physician, quickly excited general attention: 
for Jenner’s tame was already. familiar to those 
most learned in medicine and natural history ; 
and no man of science could deny the correct- 
ness of his experiments, or the justness of his 
conclusions. A great fermentation instantly 
arose; and the subject was hotly discussed, 
both in professional circles and in general soci- 
ety. Many of the sanguine, and a few of the 
profound, were at o1ce convicted of the truth of 
Jenner’s opinions; but the cautious suspended 
their judgment, while the superficial and self- 
sufficient pronounced at once that the. whole 
was an absurdity.” 


It was with no small degree of pleasure that 
f received the information, that my venerable. 
and much-respected preceptor, Mr. Cringe, 
(whose extended and successful practice of sure. 
gery has raised him to the highest eminence in, 
his profession ; and whose recent loss of an only 
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ite the sympathetic feelings of 
son* must exc th thetic feelings of 
every parent ;) was instrumental in the further- 
ance of this important discovery. The author of 


the work quoted above thus mentions the cir- 
cumstance., 


‘The faithfulness of Jenner's statements 
could only be ascertained by further experi- 
ments, and the honour of commencing them 1s 
due to Mr. Cline. This excellent surgeon, by 
the soundness of his judgment, perceived where 
the truth lay, but his prudence induced him to 
make his first trialin the most cautious manner. 
In St. Thomas’s hospital there happened to be 
a child with a distempered hip-joint, who had 
never had the small-pox; it was of peculiar 
importance to this child to be preserved from 


* The following notice of the decease of this excellent 


young man, (to whom I felt myself greatly indebted for his 
friendly conduct, and able instructions, when a dissecting 
pupil at St. Thomas’s hospital,) is copied from the Morning 
Chronicle of May 29th, ult. 

‘“‘ Died, Qn the 27th inst, at his father’s house in larad s 
Inn Fields, HENRY CLINE, jun, esq. aged 39, one of the 
surgeons and one of the lecturers on anatomy and surgery 
to St. Thomas’s hospital, eminent for his professional skill, 
and highly esteemed by an enlightened acquaintance for the 
hiberality of his opinions, for the activity, vigour, and inven- 
tiveness of his understanding, for his simplicity, integrity, 
and benevolence,” Bcak 
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this diséase; for independent of the common 
danger, it might augment the scrofulous dispo- 
sition, which from the diseased hip was sus- 
pected to be prevalent. Mr. Cline was also of 
opinion, that the joint might be benefited by 
exciting moderate inflammation on the skin; 
and consequently that this case was peculiarly 
well-adapted for the first trial with the vaccine, 
He then made a slight scratch on the skin of the 
hip with the point of a lancet, and held for a 
minute in the wound, a quill charged with vac- 
eine lymph, which he had received from Dr. 
Jenner. A vesicle in ail points similar to his des- 
cription arose ; the child sickened on the seventh 
day, and the febrile affection subsided on the 
eleventh. 


“ Mr. Cline next inoculated the child with 
small-pox matter in three places. These punc- 
tures inflamed slightly on the third day, and 
then healed; and the child resisted completely 
the variolous contagion. This case was imme- 
diately transmited to Dr, Jenner, who publish- 
ed it.”” 


In other, quarters the important object of the 
proposed plan, attracted the attention of several 
distinguished individuals; and repeated trials 
convincing them of the efficacy of the practice, 
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it speedily became a subject of universal interest, 
From one extremity of this island to the other, 
numbers were daily springing up to support the 
desirable objects of the original proposition. 
Many were coming torward, i quick succession, 
to give therr testimony in its favour; and to add 
to. the cause of humanity and science, by the 
strongest assurances of their conviction of its 
security; and their determination to promote. 
its diffusion by the foree of their example, and 
unremitted exertions in its behalf. In every 
other country of Europe the most illustrious for 
science and humanity soon heard of the new 
discovery, and were anxious to extend its, bless~ 
ings. ‘The practice spread in every direction. 
America, Asia, and Africa became partakers of 
its benefits, and warmly applanded its benignant 
qualities. In some countries the exterminating 
powers of the varzolous disease, had been more 
severely felt than in others: by them, the pre- 
servative propertics of vaccinatign were duly 
appreciated, and too much praise could not be 
lavished thereon. The public voice, ever ready 
to uphold subjects of general interest, and bene- 
fit, was. loud in bestowing its applauses, and 
sanguine to, embrace the proffered good : whilst 
honours were showered from almost every direc- 
tion upon the meritorious individual who made 
the discovery, and those who had_ been. most 
active in making it universally known. 
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The immense saving of human life, through 

the adoption of vaecenatzon, was indicated by the 
great decrease in the number of deaths from 
small-pox, as made known through the medium 
of bills of mortality, in several of the larger 
cities of Europe, where they had been fegulariy 
kept for a series of years. A similar observation 
was also made in other places, where the occa- 
sional ravages of the wariolous disease, had been 
accustomed to be viewed in connection with 
every circumstance of horror and dismay. Its 
importance in adding to the enjoyment of health 
and beauty, was also a conspicuous character- 
istic of vaccination, and considered by many as 
a striking proof of its advantage; operating as 
a reason for their approbation, and a motive for 
their exertions to extend its benefits. Too fre- 
quently had it been witnessed, in every quarter 
where known, that the varzolous disease render- 
ed the surviver of its attack, an object deserv- 
ing of the greatest commiseration and condol- 
ence. The loss of that inestimable blessing, the 
faculty of sight, so pathetically lamented by 
Milton ; and the bereavement of what some 
have considered as paramount in thelr esteem, 
though of far less intrinsic value, namely, the 
possession of 

“ Beauty ! that pretty pley-thing, dear deceit ! 

That steals so softly o’er the stripling’s heart, 

And gives ita new pulse unknown before ;”— 
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these, which were obvious in almost every vile 
lage, for their occurrence were too generally 
observed as effects proceeding from the assigned 
cause; were productive of some additional at 
tention to the interesting preservative from such 
evils ; and tended to create considerable esteem 
in the minds of a Jarge. proportion of the inhabi- 
tants of every country where its advantages were 
acknowledged, and their further extension pro- 
moted: 


But while many were engaged in the meritor- 
ious employment, of extending the benefits of 
vaccination to all mankind, being convinced from 
observation and experience of its fully accom- 
plishing the purposes alleged unto it; and 
while among these several of the greatest orna- 
ments to humanity and science were, by their 
example and influence; contributing to an event 
so desirable and important ; others, not fully 
sensible of the justness of its pretensions, or 
blindly prejudiced to every thing connected 
therewith, were assiduously labouring to frus- 
trate its general reception, and to crush, during 
its infancy, the progress of its advancement to 
maturity. With this intention innumerable at- 
tacks were made in various directions; the most 
ridiculous stories being invented, and industri- 
ously circulated through al! classes of society. 
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A controversial spirit seemed to have actuated 
considerable numbers upon the occasion; for 
the diurnal publications teemed with commu- 
nications for and against the practice; and an 
abundance of pamphlets, many of them bearing 
the most absurd titles, and containing the coars- 
est language that could be brought forward, 
swarmed on every side in an unprecedented 
manner. Cases of supposed failure were eager- 
ly sought after, and artfully magnified, or trans- 
formed into the most disgusting and appaling 
details. Diseases unheard of, and effects un- 
known, since the first moment of its discovery, 
or even since the creation of the world, were 
stated to have taken place; and were published 
in order to impose upon the ignorant, and to. 
shock the credulous : at the same time that they 
were calculated to inspire disgust and contempt 
at a practice so undeserving of either the one or. 
the other. | 


It has been mentioned as an objection to the 
practice of vaccination, and dwelt upon with 
some force in quarters from whence more refined 
opinions might have been expected ; that desea- 
ses of a nature peculiar to the beast would be 
communicated tothe human subject, from the 
adoption of vaccination. Had such an idea been 


confined to the uninformed part of the commu. 
& 
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nity, it would have been unworthy of noticing, 
otherwise than by contemptuous ridicule. But 
some authors of distinguished reputation upon 
other subjects, from a desire to excite a greater 
Opposition to a cause they were averse to, un 
worthily prostituted their talents, and tarnished 
the brilliancy of their fame, by propagating such 
absurdities. ‘Lhe cow-mange, the ox-face, and 
other dreadful evils so much dwelt upon, as the 
effects of vaccination, particularly by those de- 
termined opposers of the practice, Mosely, and 
Rowley, never had any other existence than as 
the offspring of disordered imaginations.* For 
when the subject came to be thoroughly investi- 
gated, it was found that prejudice had so strange- 
ly transformed the real nature of the cases 
brought forward as illustrations, that the state- 
ments in question bore not the least resemb!ance 
to, or connection with, the truth. <As well 
might it have been asserted that horns, hoofs, or 
tails would have succeeded the process of vac- 
cunation.; so that the human form should’ have 
become changed to that of the beast, or have 
borne a resemblance to that figure which some 
hengne have represented as belonging to the 


* For much interesting and amusing information on this 


subject, the reader is referred to the “ Vaccine Vindicia’” 
of Dr. Thornton. 
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apostate spirit, who is justly characterised as the 
° father of liars.’ 


Another objection has been started in the 
opinion that, the security afforded by vaccina- 
tion only lasted for a part of the term of life: so 
that after a few years had passed away, those 
who had undergone the process of vaccination 
would be as liable to receive the infection of 
small-pox, as if no such preventative had ever 
been adopted. The fallacy of such an opinion 
must be evident to those acquainted with the 
laws which influence the human frame in its 
healthy state, or in its several deviations from 
thence to the diseased. Butto others, who have 
not made such investigations the subject of their 
studies, it may be remarked, that the time which 
has elapsed since the discovery was made known, 
and the practice first became general, has been 
sufficient to carry an overwhelming mass of evi- 
dence in contradiction to such objections. A vast 
number of cases, to prove that the efficacy of the 
promised security is not limited to a few years, 
might be collected were it necessary ; anda con- 
siderable number of such instances have trans- 
pired within the range of my observation. The 
following case, which occurred under my imme- 
diate notice, when I had seen buta few cases of 
vaccination, and had given little attention to it; 
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ohterwise than as a subject of controversy : had 
great influence upon my mind, and led me to 
consider the subject as worthy of my confidence 
and support. A servant girl in a respectable 
family a few miles from this town; where I had 
been requested to variolate the children; on ac- 
count of the occurrence of small-pox in the 
neighbourhood ; expressed her uneasiness with 
regard to her never having been through the 
Small-pox, or been satisfied of the efficacy of 
vaccination, which had been performed on her 
ten years before, by my much-respected friend, 
Dr. Heapty; of Devizes, then practising as a 
surgeon at Calne. Her plea was, that of being 
unwilling either to take the small-pox naturally ; 
or to quit her situation, but that the one or the 
other appeared inevitable. {strongly advised her 
being inoculated with the small-pox, assuring 
her that she would, at all events; have that dis- 
ease the lighter in consequence, provided the 
vaccination had proved ineffectual. She was 
accordingly inoculated with the children, nine 
in number, and I took care in doing it to insert 
a sufficiency of the virus to have communicated 
the disease, had it been required, to fifty persons 
or upwards. ‘The whole of the children had the 
disease favourably, the burden upon two or three 
of them being rather severe: but notwithstand- 
ing her inoculation, and the circumstance of her 
nursing the children, and sleeping with one or 
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the other every night ; she did not exhibit the 
slightest mark of being infected ; the only incon 
venience experienced being a trifling irritation 
at the inoculated part, which gradually disap- 
peared in a few days. This occurred in the 
month of February, 1810, and I have recently 
been informed, that during the interval since 
elapsed, she has been repeatedly exposed to the 
variolous disease, without experiencing the 
smallest convenience: 


The numerous cases of alleged failure which 
have been so industriously, and, as it were, tri« 
umphantly, brought forward, by way of refuta- 
tion to the benefits proposed, and acknowledged 
to have been afforded, by vaccination; have 
proved, upon minute investigation, to have been 
with few exceptions, the grossest misstatements; 
originating from error, and magnified by preju- 
dice. As might naturally have been expected, 
vaccination promising such incalculable advan 
tages, upon its being brought into public notice ; 
was, on the one hand, eagerly promoted by 
those characters who are ever ready to diffuse 
the blessings of humanity around them; and on 
the other was coolly received by those whose 
contracted minds lead them to view every pro- 
posal possessing a degree of novelty, with doubt 
aud dissatisfaction, The too sanguine anticipas 
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tions of the one party, and the sceptical relueés 
tancy of the other, were in many respects pro- 
ductive of consequences alike unfavourable to. 
the real interest of the cause; thereby proving 
the truth of the old adage, ‘ in medio tutissi- 
mus ibis.’’* 


To prove the validity of the former part of 
the assertion just made, which may probably 
sound harsh in the ears of some of the most 
decided friends to vaccination; 1 have only to 
make reference to the practice adopted by a 
well-known reverend character, who is eminently 
distinguished for his zealous exertions in the 
diffusion of religious knowledge, and as a warm 
supporter of different measures calculated to 
uphold and promote the desirable aims of hu- 
‘manity. By his earnest recommendations from 
the pulpit, numbers were induced to allow him 
to vaccinate their children, and thousands in 
different parts of the country, (several for exam- 
ple in this town,) were accordingly vaccinated 
by him. He was convinced from observation 
that the practice was deserving of encourage- 
ment, and was determined to give his warmest 
support to it. As he acted upon such honour- 
able motives, his conduct is deserving of the 


* The middle way is the safest. 
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highest encomiums; and it is the more to be 
yegreted that the result of such practice was 
unfavourable ; or that 1t was productive of any 
obstacle to the ultimate success of vaccination. 
It is now well known that the efficacy of vacein- 
ation depends upon a regular succession of 
efiects ; and that there are appearances, which 
must take place in due order, otherwise depend- 
ance cannot be placed upon the experiment, 
It is also acknowledged by every person who 
adopts the practice, and is, at the same time, 
conversant with the appearances alluded to, 
that deviations from the natural order not unfre- 
quently occur, owing to a peculiarity of consti- 
tution, and other causes ; and that in such cases 
the patients are not cousidered safe, but are 
advised to a repetition of the operation. Now, 
are we to abide by the supposition, that the 
mere puncture of the arm, and insertion of the 
lymph, can in every instance be deemed satis- 
factory, or the effect conclusive ¢ It cannot, 
surely, be the case ; and therefore, for the rea- 
sons above assigned, we may take it for granted 
that the practice of the reverend gentleman led to 
consequences unlooked for, and detrimental to 
the real interests of the cause he was so industri- 
ously labouring to support. In many of those 
whocame under his care, the effects of vacc:na- 
dion never toek place ; In others the effeets were 
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insufficient, from a want of regular appearances 
which ought to have been inspected ; and in 
several cases,—where the effects might have 
proved conducive tothe proposed intention, had 
the patients been properly regulated,—in conse- 
quence of a combination of unfavourable causes, 
as inflammation and mismanagement, so desir- 
able an event was, in a considerable degree, an- 
nulled, or rendered ineffectual. 


In a business, the successful issue of which 
entails so much good, and its imperfect manage- 
ment involves so much uncertainty ; itis desir- 
able that a considerable degree of circumspection 
be employed: and it is therefore highly mcum- 
bent on those who wou!d add to the progress of 
vaccinaivon, oY participate in its success, to pay 
every attention to the circumstances which in- 
fluence the one, or contribute to the other. The 
different cases should accordingly be inspected 
by a competent judge, at different periods; so 
that the trae appearances, from the earliest for- 
mation of the vesicle to the complete establish- 
ment of the crust, should be known of a certain- 
ty to have presented themselves ; ere it be pro- 
nounced that the experiment has been decid- 
edly successful. It is from a want of such inves- 
tigation that the authentecated cases of failure 
have arisen : as for the greater part of the reported. 
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failures, experience has amply proved that they 

are-principally the offspring of ignorant inatten- 

tion, or misguided prejudice. The more the 

subject is investigated in a patient, candid, and 

scientific manner, the greater degree of confi- 

dence will it obtain: for it is not by hasty con- 

clusions, drawn from imperfect observation, that 

any department of science obtains its reputation, 

or carries conviction to the human mind. Can 

it be supposed that without such an investiga- 

tion, a correct inference can be drawn with re- 

gard to the subject before us? I leave every per- 

son capable of forming an opinion to make the 

reply. For my own part, I will not hesitate to 

declare, that at the commencement of my carreer 
in the medical ‘profession, I felt but little confi-. 
dence in the preventative powers of vaccination :. 
and with pleasure do I now acknowledge, that 

my error was founded upon a want of due inves- 
tigation. As an advocate for the cause I will. 
now assert, that my mind is fully impressed with. 
a sense of its security ; for a more extended sur-.: 
vey, accompanied with an unprejudiced turn of 
mind to either side of the question, has impart- 
ed an indelible impression in its favour. 


It may be expected that I should make some. 
statement with regard to my practice in vaccin-_ 


ateon; and this I will embrace the opportunity — 
# 
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of doing, by communicating part of a letter, 
which was. recently read before the board of the 
National Vaccine Establishment. In.the saidlet- 
ter after stating that since the commencement of 
my practice, I had vaccinated several hundreds, 
and in many instances submitted my patients. to, 
the influence of varzoloys. infection by. inocula- 
tion, as. an experiment: decisive of the efficacy. 
of vaccination,—b have. proceeded to, observe; 
“Phe success of the experiment was. decisive to. 
every unprejudiced: minds; affording ample proof: 
of the superiority of vaccination, and the seaur- 
ity resulting. from its preventative powers. in» 
by far the. greater numbey no other effect, was, 
discoverable, than a trifling, irritation at: the mo- 
culated part, and which, soon disappeared; with- 
out displaying any disposition to. constitutional 
affection. In a few.cases, a slight pustular erup-. 
tion took place; but of so mildia character, and 
accompanied by. so little.constitutional disorder, 
that they tended: rather to strengthen.my. confi- 
dence in. vaccenation, than to.impress me with 
any unfavourable opinion ofits efficacy. At. all, 
events, theidea imparted to my mind, by repeat-. 
ed opportunities of witnessing ‘the effects of vace. 
cination, has been a favourable one ; for wherever 
it failed. of entirely, preventing: the subsequent 
action of variolous infection, it certainly. display. 
eda modifying Pompe by. warding off the-danger » 
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and removing the dread, which férmerly accom- 
panied that appalling disease, and which even 
at the present time attends its occasional visita- 
tions.” In another part of the same letter after 
an allusion to the prevalence of the varzolous 
disease in the neighbouring village of Lacock, 
and the extension of a case or two to this parish, 
T have added the following. ‘“ As might natu- 
rally be expected, upon the occurrence of such 
a disease, at so unfavourable a season, (the ther- 
mometer having within the past week attained 
the height of between SO and 90 degrees in the 
shade,) some deaths have taken place: but not- 
withstanding these, which are well known, so 
prejudiced are the minds of several against vac- 
cmation; or so infatuated are they in favour of 
variolous inoculation ; that I have been this day 
solicited in different quarters to adopt the latter 
practice in preference to the former. To such 
proposals I cannot conscientiously accede ; be- 
ing determined, as much as possible, to prevent 
the further dissemination of the disease.”’ 


A few days since I was honoured by the 
reception of a letter from Dr. Hervey, registrar 
to the National. Vaccine Establishment, from 
which [ have taken the the liberty of making the 
following extract : 
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‘N. V. E. Board, July 10, 1820, 
(eS ts 

«The letter which I lately was favoured 

with, applying for a supply of lymph, was laid 
before this board at their last meeting; and J am 
desired to transmit you their thanks for 4 com- 
munication which is considered as greatly inter- 
esting. They very much applaud your steady 
exertions in the cause of vaccination, and your 
reluctance to adopt the practice of variolation.”’ 


After the reception of such a flattering mark 
of approbation for my humble exertions, from so 
distinguished a company of individuals as those 
composing the said board ;* and after such a de- 
claration, on my part, as that which was con- 
tained in my. letter; it would be considered a 
striking proof of folly, were [ not to reeommend 
the practice of vaccination, in preference to any 
other, for the purpose of preventing the evils of 
the varzolous disease. | 


A knowledge that considerable risk is incurred 
when, under the most favourable circumstances, 


* The Joard appointed by his majesty’s government to regu- 
Jate the affairs of the National Vaccine Establishment, is con- 
stituted of the president and four censors of the Royal College 
of Physicians, and the master and two governors of the Royal 
College of Surgeons. 
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the practice of varielation is employed ; and that 
the prospect of disastrous events is greatly widen- 
ed, when attendant circumstances are adverse to 
the practice, as happens to be the case at the 
present time; should carry some weight in the 
minds of those persons who are acquainted with 
the subject, and even extend its influence to 
the minds of those who have never given it 
that consideration which it deserves. The varz- 
elous disease is at all times attended with some 
degree of danger ; but that danger is greatly in- 
creased at such a season of the year as the pre- 
sent, when the atmospherical temperature has 
been raised toa degree almost beyond any former 
precedent. 


In bringing these observations to a close, I 
have to express my firm conviction, that the 
practice of vaccination, when properly conducted, 
is worthy of the greatest confidence. The oppo- 
sition ae it has experienced will, without 
doubt, yield in a gradual manner to the pervad- 
ing light of truth; so that ultimately there may 
be as little cause for dread of a subsequent ap- 
pearance of the varzolous disease, as there is at 
the present time for a second attack of that dis- 
order, when it has taken place from inoculation, 
or has even been received in the natural way. If 
it must be acknowledged that some well-authen- 
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ticated cases of varzolous infection after vaccinds 
tion have occurred ; it must also be mentioned, 
as a counterpart; that cases ef secondary small- 
pox, have been known to have taken place; and 
examples of this description may at the present 
time ‘be seenoin the adjoining village of Lacock. 
A striking example of. this nature occurred in 
my practice, at the time the varzolous disease 
-was general throughout the parish of Broughton. 
A girl received the infection from inoculation, 
and went through the disorder favourably: the 
pustular eruption was of so fine a character, that 
she was chosen asa fit person to inoculate others 
from ; and many who wereso inoculated had the 
disease in a satisfactory manner. She was sub- 
sequently attacked with a repetition of the dis- 
ease in a natural way, taking it from a child she 
slept with ; and was so burdened with the erup- 
tion, and laboured under so much disorder, that 
her life was despaired of, though she ultimately 
recovered. Those who have been in the habit 
of seeing many cases of the variolous disease, 
well know that the nurses of infants labouring 
under that disorder, are liable to an eruption on 
the breasts of a pustular character, and conse- 
quently partaking of the nature of the variolous. 
infection. With regard tomyself, Ihave expe- 
rienced something similar; for about seven years 
since, when in daily attendance of several. fami- 
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jies labouring under the effects of variolation, | 
felt considerable uneasiness in the arm, where | 
had been inoculated when a child, and upon ex- 
amination ot the part found it was inflamed, with 
a few minute pustules surrounding the mark 
occasioned by the former inoculation. There can 
be no doubt but that similar cases to that of the 
girl above mentioned, have taken place in differ- 
ent parts of the country, though with very few 
exceptions suffered to pass in an unnoticed man- 
ner. But, surely, if the minutest examples of 
variolous infection subsequent to vaccination, are 
industriously brought forward, and in many in- 
stances magnified so largely, for the purpose of 
decrying the utility of vaccination ; such exam- 
ples of the liability to a second attack of variola 
may be adduced by way of strengthening the 
argument in favour of the practice. 


With the earnest hope that these hastily writ- 
ten observations may be of service, and direct 
you to the choice of a security from the vario- 
fous disease ; a | gpa ely a 


I subscribe myself 


Your sincere friend, 


July 18th, 1820. J. F, HULBERT, 
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APPENDIX. 


SINCE the preceding observations were written, the occur- 
rence of the natural small-pox, in its most aggravated form, 
and attended with fatal consequences, has tended to excite 
considerable alarm, Jest its malignant influence should extend: 
especially as it is well known that many in this town and its 
immediate vicinity, have acted so unadvisedly as to contri-. 
bute to its further extension, by having recourse to variolous 
inoculation. 

it had been expected by several, that in consequence of. 
the prevalence of the disease throughout the adjoining parish. 
of Lacock, some cases would be making their appearance in 
this parish; and the adoption of preventative measures was. 
some time ago recommended., 

A meeting of the parish officers and inhabitants was at 
length convened, for the purpose. of taking into consideration 
the measures best calculated for the public safety; as some 
cases of small-pox were known to be existing in the parish. 
At this meeting it was strongly recommended, and agreed to, 
that a general vaccination should commence with as little 
delay as possible. 
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To carry this resolution into effect, Mr. Kina, surgeon of 
this town, and myself, were requested to commence the said 
vacctnation ; and to prevent, as much as lay in our power, 
the further diffusion of the variolous disease. | | 

By far the greater number of those who were in danger of 
receiving the infection, have been since vaccinated : our 
exertions being commensurate with the practicability of ful- 
filing the intentions of the above stated resolution ; and the 
possibility of devoting our attention to the same, from the 
occurrence of other circumstances. 

The plan of a general vaccination was undoubtedly a good 
one, particularly at such an unfavourable season of the year 
for the extension of a contagious ‘disorder : had it, therefore, 
been duly carried into effect, without experiencing such an 
unprincipled opposition as has been made unto it; it is not to 
be questioned but that a further spreading of ‘the mischief 
would have been most easily prevented. ‘It would aécord- 
ingly have removed the catise of uneasiness now experienced 
by many; and have stopped the dissemination of ‘an evil 
which must be expected, in consequence of the childish inpa- 
tience of some, the misguided views of others, and the wilful 
obstinacy of a few dissatisfied persons;—the conduct of whom 
has laid the foundation for a monumental record, that will be 
deeply inseribed on the minds of many, and’in its effects be 
conducive to an accumulation of sorrow and repentance, ‘ 

Those individuals who have been contributing to the spread 
of a contagious disease, by adopting the practice of inocula- 
tion, when so effectual a preventative is known, and publicly 
recommended, are reprehensible in' the’ highest degree ; and. 
to those who, in defiance to repeated remonstrances, have 
been so active in diffusing the evil around them ‘by inoculat- 
ing, it may be proper to remark,—that the strong arm of the 
law is opposed to their practice, provided the least additional 
evil results from their unwarrantable actions. : 
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- Finding that the design of the late meeting, and our endea- 

vour to carry its resolutions into effect, had been in a great 
degree frustrated, by the unprincipled opposition alluded to; 
(which happily was not instigated, much less carried into 
effect, by the concurrence of any one connected with the 
medical profession;) it was considered by Mr. King and 
myself, that we should fail in our duty to the parish of 
Melksham, to the public at large, and to the government of 
this-country, were we to suffer to pass unnoticed, a practice, 
not only calculated to be detrimental to the health and pro- 
sperity of this neighbourhood, but to endanger, in no trifling 
degree, the lives of his majesty’s subjects. 

We accordingly: diew upoa.statement, of the transactions 
above described, and forwarded the same to the board of the 
National Vaccine Establishment. A few days afterwards 
I was honoured by the reception of the following letter, 
which I have taken the liberty of inserting, as it may 
probably be conducive to the public good. 


“ National Vaccine Establishment, 
Percy St. July 14, 1820, 
66 Sir, 
“ The board haye directed me to thank you for 
the honour-of your communication. 

“‘' Phe resolutions of the parish officers and inhabitants of 
Melksham, signed by yourself and Mr. King, are highly 
approved of by the board. 

‘1 shall enclose a printed. copy of the law* upon this 
subject; which was drawn up by our solicitor. 


* The copy of the law enclosed in the above letter is as follows: 


NATIONAL VACCINE ESTABLISHMENT, 


Several letters having been received by the board of the National 
Vaccine: Establishment, relating to prosecutions instituted by their 
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* It is certainly very desirable that offenders shonld bé 


direction against medical practitioners, and others, on the subject of 
Spreading the small-pox ; the solicitor employed to conduct such 
prosecutions, has, by desire of the board, stated the following remarks 
for the general information of those in whose neighbourhood this 
injurious practice may occur. 
| The principle upon which those prosecutions were conducted was; 
that to be the agent in endangering the safety of the public; by caus- 
ing persons in a state capable of communicating an infectious disease; 
to. be exposed and carried about, at the risk of infecting others, is a 
punishable misdemeanour, 

On this ground an apothecary,* who inoculated many children, and 
directed and authorised the parents to take them to his house during 
the progress of the disease, along the public streets and highways, 
was indicted, and, being convicted, was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment. 

In a case of a different description,} a woman who caused her child 
to be inoculated, and wiifully carried it along the streets, while 
labouring under the disorder, was, on an indictment against her, 
convicted, and punished with six months’ imprisonment. 

There is certainly no law at present, to prevent the mischievous 
practice of variolous inoculation, but, where it is resorted to, both the 
operator and the patients also, if the latter be of mature age, or if 
not, the parents or others who procure such inoculation, must be 
extremely careful that all communication with the public is avoided ; 
for, if any exposure should take place, by the advice, or with the 
concurrence of the inoculators, or by the wilfulness or carelessness of 
others, they are liable to prosecution, and punishable by fine and 
imprisonment. 

The two cases above mentioned, were argued before the judges of 
the Court of King’s Bench, and are since published in the Term- 
Reports. After this new promulgation of that which, indeed, was 
always an established rule of law, it is conceived that every magistrate 
is bound, on his own view, or on a complaint made against any 
persons who are found violating it, to interfere and take cognizance 
of the offence, as in other misdemeanours. 

Parish officers, who Have the nianagement of the poor, ought to 
prevent the pgactice of indiscriminate inoculation, and the illegal and 


* The King against Burnet.....Maule and Selwyn’s Rep. vol. iv. p. 292. 
t The King against Vantandillo.,..Maule and Selwyn, vol, iv. p. 73, 
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prosecuted, and we tian be happy to hear that this has beet 
done by your parish. 
* T have the honour to be, 
&e. &e, | 
James Moore, Director.” 


_ Séeing that the subject of variolous inoculation has become 
a serious concern, to those whose prejudice against the salu- 
tary practice of vaccination is such, that they will continue td 
adopt the former in preference, and in many instances from a 
mere spirit of opposition to the good wishes of their neigh- 
bours, who are friendly to the latter practice; and, also, that 
it may prove of no trifling importance to those who will add 
to the extension of variolous infection by inoculating; for itis 
difficult to fix the precise limits to which it may proceed, or 
to foresee the consequences that will ensue ; it is certainly 
desirable that every person who feels at all interested in the 
public wellfare, should exert himself to stop the further pro- 
gress of the mischief. 

But it may be asked, In what manner is this to be effected ? 
To such a question the following reply may be given. If it 
be an acknowledged fact, that a partzal evil may be an wniver- 
sal good, then we may assert, That a rigid enforcement of 
the law just stated, may lead to consequences happy in their 
immediate effect, and in an unlimited degree conducive to the 

future wellfare of the community at large. 


The professional reader may possibly have expected to 


‘dangerous exposure of patients suffering under the small-pox ; and 
whether they happen to be friendly to vaccination, or not, probably a 
sense of duty and motives of humanity, may induce them, on such 
occasions, to assist in the laudable endeavour of any person to 
prosecute the offenders to punishment. 
(By order of the board, ) 
JAMES HERVEY, Registray: 
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have met with some observations upon a subject, which hag 
recently excited the attention of the medical world; namely, 
the prevalence of an infection in Scotland, denominated by 
Dr. THOMSON ‘ The Varioloid Epidemic.” The work pub- 
lished by the doctor has not as yet come under my observa- 
tion, consequently it cannot be expected that I should have 
obtained an extended knowledge of the subject: Suffice it 
therefore for me to state, that my information thereon has 
been gained from the several periodical publications of medi- 
cal literature, and principally from an able critique upon Dr, 
Thomson’s work, in the 63rd number of The Edinburgh 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Upon this subject I cannot do better than to insert an.exe 
tract fromthe said critique. Speaking of vaccination the 
writer observes, ‘where it does not: prevent smallpox it 
disarms.it of its terrors’; and again, “the general effect 
which the occurrence of this epidemic has had upon the 
minds of the practitioners, who have witnessed :it, has been 
to limit our confidence in the preventive power of cow-pox 
over small-pox, but, at the same time, to extend. and confirm 
our knowledge of tts modifying power ; and, it is particularly 
pleasing to-find, that the same conviction has extended to the 
public. at large, and that an epidemic which threatened at its 
commencement, to injure most essentially the practice of 
vaccination, has.ended by promoting and_ establishing it.” 
And Dr. Thomson himselfobserves, “I have the pleasure 
to know, that in every instance, in which, during the present 
epidemic, there has been even a single mark of vaccination 
having taken place, the modifying power of cow-pox has been 
most. satisfactorily demonstrated.” 

In that excellent compendium of scientific knowledge, The 
Edinburgh Encyelopedia, (which the instructive author of a 
popular work* recently published, has spoken of as being the 


* Peter’s Letter’s to his Kinsfolk, vol. 1, p. 247. 
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@ best of alloworks of the kind,” and as having “more truly 
the ericyclopedic ‘character ‘than any other which ‘has been 
published in our island,) the following observations, which 
pear'so striking a‘relation to the subject in question, ‘and 
which ‘are in strict accordance with my own ideas, are pub- 
lished : they are taken from the’article Inoculation, in the first 
part of the 12th volume, ‘and are attributed to the pen of Dr. 
Dewar of Edinburgh. 3 

© Tn order that vaccination may afford us the requiréd 
advantages, we ought to he‘able to distinguish ‘ without diffi- 
culty,’ all the cases in which the constitution is’secured “by it 
either from disease or danger. Vaccination has been chiefly 
in the hands of persons not medical; for this reason it is among 
these'that the most numerous failures have occurred, and 
‘yoom is left for’ascribing the failure to some imperfection’in 
‘fhe cases of cow-pox, which escaped | the observation ‘of all 
‘concernéd, though it might have been ascertained by better 
‘instructed individuals. If failure takes ‘place among’ those 
inoculated inthe most approved manner, and declared -by 
good medical ‘authority to have had the genuine disease in'the 
inmost perfect form, the necessary conclusion is, that the faculty 
tand in need of more accurate information. 

«Phat some “such cases have occurred is admitted ; -but 
they are “declared ‘ to be extremely few ; and weare justly 
‘reminded that’ cases of repeated nataral small<pox, °as'well’as 
of natural small-pox after the best variolous inoculation, have 
also occurred, "The rule ‘of: security is not wholly ‘without 
excéption' ineither mstance. But, are the exceptions equally 
infrequent in both? "Phis is what: ave ‘are: also ‘told’on very 
‘respectable authority. Such: exceptions,’ Wwe are ‘informed, 
‘appear'to ‘be ‘more’ numerous’ than’ they are, ‘only because 
chicken-pox, occutring after’ vaccination, has been’ mistaken 
for smallpox. "There'are various sorts of ¢hicken+pox, aeeord- 
ing to the’ accounts given us in the: writings of! Pliysieians, and, 
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all of them are mild and safe diseases compared with the 


small-pox. See the varying descriptions of this disease giver 
in the works of Drs. Morton, Sauvages, Van Swieten, 
Burserius, Heberden, Cullen, aud Willan. Some assert 
that there is another chicken-pox, at least an illegitimate 
small-pox, of a severer kind, not clearly described by any of 
ihe older writers, and that the rare exceptions to the efficacy 
of vaccination have been cases in which this form of disease 
has been erroneously taken for the small-pox. The general 
fact we have found to be, that, where parents have brought 
their children, apparently under the small-pox, to the prac- 
titioner who had vaccinated them and declared them to be 
safe from that disease, he has told them it could not possibly 
be. small-pox, and must be chicken-pox. Each party con- __ 
tinues to retain his own opinion. ‘The parent is certain that 
it was small-pox, the vaccinator that it was chicken-pox; but 
since the children have got well, the contest is not worth the 
maintaining, and the inoculator enjoys his triumph. And 
who will deny that he is entitled to this triumph, if the child, 
ren always get well? Is that the fact? ? We believe it is, Or 
at least exceptions to that most important of all results are 
extremely rare. However, therefore, we may in some parti- 
culars acknowledge. ourselves to be in the dark regarding the 
minute laws of the inoculated vaccine disease, this one fact 
must determine us to cling to it as a sure preventive of all the 
dangers arising from small-pox. Weuse the word sure not 
in an absolute sense, but as admitting of exceptions so rare 
as to be totally unworthy of being taken into calculation. 
«The pathological principle by which the present state of 
our knowledge directs us to explain this fact is, that, where 
the infection of the small-pox comes in contact with a vaccin- 
ated constitution, it meets with a diminished susceptibility 
which, in, most instances, obviates every tendency to the 
actual production of small-pox, and almost always obviates. 
she fatal tendencies which it otherwise e brings along with it,” 
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1 have purposely forborne entering upon a consideration 


of the manner of performing vaccination —-the description of 


regular and irregular appearances—with many other topics 
connected with the subject; and which in a treadise on vaccin- 
ation, would appear to many as being requisite to be dwelt 
upon: as I felt conscious they would have forced me to have 
entered upon too wide a field; and have extended these 
remarks to a bulk far beyond what I had entertained any 
idea of when commencing; and which have acquired an ex- 
tent but little anticipated. I shall therefore conclude, and 
shall be amply repaid for the little trouble this has occasioned, 
should my first attempt to appear in the character of an 
author meet a favourable reception, or be in the smallest 
degree conducive to the public interest, by furthering the 
united cause of humanity and science. 


FINIS. 


a 


Hester Ward, Printer Melkshant. 
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